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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To save energy, and make any worker 
unnecessary by automatically sending an empty cassette 
to a processed-wafer receiving position by installing an 
automatic cassette-sending mechanism. 

CONSTITUTION: By installing an automatic 
cassette-sending mechanism 6 in addition to a 
conventional automatic wafer-exchanging mechanism 3, 
an empty cassette 1a for wafers being processed is sent 
to a processed-wafer receiving position 7c before 
processing of the whole wafers of the cassette 1a is 
finished in a wafer processing device 4. Next, the 
processed wafers are installed in the same position as 
the cassette 1a in which they are installed before being 
processed. At the same time, the following cassettes 1b 
and 1c, in order, are shifted to the position of the 
cassette 1a. After that, the cassettes 1a, 1b and 1c, in 
order, are shifed to the following positions 7b and 7a. 
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